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Is there Room for the Individual in a Religion of Rules? 

Sources: Otzar HaChochma, Bar Ilan Responsa Project 

 

Source 1: Bereishit 49:28 
 

 ְוֹזאת ֲאֶׁשר ִּדֶּבר ָלֶהם  ָּכל ֵאֶּלה ִׁשְבֵטי ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְׁשֵנים ָעָׂשר .כח
 :ְּכִבְרָכתוֹ ֵּבַר� ֹאָתם ִאיׁש ֲאֶׁשרֲאִביֶהם ַוְיָבֶר� אֹוָתם 

 
28. All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father 
spoke to them and blessed them; each man, according to his blessing, 
he blessed them. 

 
Source 2: Talmud, Pesachim 4a 

 

 
 

What is this excerpt from the Gemara  
in Pesachim attempting to convey?  
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Source 3: Mishnah, Sanhedrin 4:5 

 

 
     

How did they admonish witnesses in capital cases? 
 

 

 
 

       Therefore but a single person was created in the world, to teach 
that if any man has caused a single life to perish from Israel, he 
is deemed by Scripture as if he had caused a whole world to 
perish; and anyone who saves a single soul from Israel, he is 
deemed by Scripture as if he had saved a whole world.  ….Again 
[but a single person was created] to proclaim the greatness of the 
Holy Blessed One; for humans stamp many coins with one seal and 
they are all like one another; but the King of kings, the Holy Blessed 
One, has stamped every human with the seal of the first man, 
yet not one of them are like another. Therefore everyone must 
say, “For my sake was the world created.” 
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            Source 4: Sefer Devarim 28:9 
 

                            
 
9. The Lord will establish you as His holy people as He swore 

to you, if you observe the commandments of the Lord, 
your God, and walk in His ways. 

 

 Source 5:    

Rambam, Mishnah Torah, Hilchot De’ot Ch. 1 

ומצווין אנו ללכת בדרכים האלו הבינונים והם הדרכים .....ה
 :והלכת בדרכיוהטובים והישרים שנאמר 

כך למדו בפירוש מצוה זו מה הוא נקרא חנון אף אתה היה חנון . ו
מה הוא נקרא רחום אף אתה היה רחום מה הוא נקרא קדוש אף 

  אתה היה קדוש

5….We are commanded to walk in these intermediate paths – and they are 
good and straight paths – as [Deuteronomy 28:9] states:  

“And you shall walk in His ways.” 

6. [Our Sages] taught [the following] explanation of this mitzvah: 
Just as He is called “Gracious,” you shall be gracious; 
Just as He is called “Merciful,” you shall be merciful; 

Just as He is called “Holy,” you shall be holy 

 

How does the Rambam understand the concept of 
‘walking in Hashem’s ways”?         
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Source 6: Siddur, Birkot Kriat Shema 

 
 

“Who renews, in His goodness, consistently, daily, the act of 
creation….Blessed are you Hashem, the One Who fashions the 

luminaries.” 
  

What theme appears in the above excerpt from the berachot on the Morning 
Kriat Shema? 

 
Why do We Wash our Hands in the Morning? 

 
Source 7a): Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim Ch. 4 

ידים נטילת על: ויברך ידיו ירחץ  
 

7b) Mishna Berura 
 

 א"וא הן עסקניות אדם של שידים לפי כתב ש"הרא טעמים שני ז"ע יש
 ש"לק הנטילה על ברכה ל"חז תקנו לזה בלילה המטונף בבשר יגע שלא

  ולתפלה
There are two reasons for this.  The Rosh writes that a person’s hands are 
‘busy’ and it’s impossible not to touch dirty parts of the body on this night.  
For this reason, the sages established a blessing on the washing for Shema and 
Tefillah.  

 
 חדשה כבריה נעשים אנו השינה אחר שבשחר לפי כתב א"והרשב
 יתברך לו להודות אנו יןצריכ אמונתך רבה לבקרים חדשים דכתיב

 אותן כל בשחר תקנו זה דבר ועל שמו ולברך לשרתו לכבודו שבראנו
 להתקדש בשחר תקנו זה דבר גם לכן בוקר בכל מברכין שאנו הברכות

 קודם הכיור מן ידיו שמקדש ככהן הכלי מן ידינו וליטול בקדושתו
 . עבודתו

 
The Rashbah writes that since in the morning after sleep we 
become like new creations as it says “New every morning , great is 
your trustworthiness” – we have to thank Him, May He be blessed, Who 
created us in His honor, to serve him and to bless his name.  For this reason, 
they established all the blessings that we bless in the morning.   Therefore, 
they also established this in the morning, to sanctify ourselves in His holiness 
and to wash our hands using a cup like a Kohen who sanctifies his hands.. 

prior to his service…..” 
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      Source 8: Knesset Yechezkel 
            In Memory of R. Yechezkel Sarna,  

          late Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Hevron 

 

 


 
Creation renews itself each day…Just like the Creator renews the world daily, 
it is incumbent on man to create and renew himself on a daily basis, with 
understandings and new spiritual accomplishments..we should be inspired 
anew each day to recognize that Hashem is the One who creates, such that 
each day, we will sing the song “Barchi Nafshi” to the One Who fashioned us.. 
 



 


Renewal in man doesn’t just express itself in the obtaining of new spiritual 
values, but also in developing spiritual values that he has already acquired, 
understood, and one may think that “he’s arrived” and there is no need for 
him to renew them… but he has to also renew them, as our sages taught us: 
“Each day they should be new in your eyes”.. 
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Source 9: Siddur 
 

 
 

Source 10: Rabbi Avigdor Nebenzhal 

  
  

A Winnipeg Story: Mr. Melamed 
 

Other talking points: 
 

 Shmone Esrei as a set text – Mishna in Berachot 
 Ya’akov Avinu – Struggling with the Angel 
 Setting Aside Times for learning Torah – resolving the contradiction 

between an objective tradition and critical thinking, the basis of 
Gemara study 
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